MARYLAND, May,

proper that fume rule thould be eftablithed by law for liquidating
all debts due by the flate, to dv juftice to public creditors, and
to prevent their fuffering any lofs by the depreciation of eur paper
money : . .

1L Be it enalen, &y rbe General dfembly of Maryland, That ail
debts due from this ftate fince the firft day of December feventeen hun-
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g for monies advanced, or merchandife fold to the public, and it is CHAP
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dred and feventy-feven, and which remain unfettled or unpaid, fhall

be liquidated and adjufted agreeable to the table of depreciation efta«

- blithed by congrefs, for the payment of the principal and intereft of
- loans between the firft day of December feventeen hundred and feven-
* ty-feven, and the cighteenth day of March feventeen hundred and
~ eighty, and after that day according to the following fcale of deprecia-
: tion, to wit: Seventeen hundred and eighty, March, fifty-feven and
 onelhalf; April, fixty-five; May, June, fixty ; July, fixty-five ; Aus

guft, September, feventy; O&ober, feventy-five; November, cighty ;
December, ninety. Seventeen hundred and eighty-one, January, one

* hundred and ten; February, onc hundred and twenty ; March, one
% hundred and thirty. State emiffions of June f{eventeen bundred and

. eighty compared with {pecie. April, to twentieth day, three and one
% half; to thirtieth day, four; Muay, to tenth day, five; to twentieth
day fix; to thirtieth day fix and one half; June, fix and one half.

And any perfon, having any claim againft this ftate for any debts or
contraéts fince the period aforefaid, fhall produce the fame to the audi-

 tor-gencral (er his deputy if within the fum limited for his examina-
2 tion) who fhull ftate and fettle fuch debts, by reducing the amount
~ thereof to the true value in fpecic at the day and time the fame were

incurred, or entered into, or become due, if any day appointed for
payment, according to the above rule laid down, by comparing the

~ value of the paper money due, or paid by, the ftite, with gold or fil-
. ver; and any cliims fo {tated, liquidated and pafled by the auditor-ge=
. neral, or his deputy, fhall be laid before the governor and the council,
- who, after examination thereof, and correcting any error therein, may'
- giwve their order on the treafurer of the weftern thore for the fum due,

in fpecie, who fhall give a certificate for the {um exprefled in the or-
der, payable to the perfon, or bearer, in fpecic, of the value of feven
fhillings and fix-pence for a Spanith milled dollar, and bearing an an«
nual intereft of fix per cent. :

III. Ano be it gnafted, That intereft fhall be allowed on all debts
due from the ftate, from the day the fame ought to have been paid,
ard included in the certificate to be given as aforefaid; and this ftate
will, as foon as!poffible, difcharge the principal, or fuch part thereof
as may be in their power, and if the public finances will not permit,

then the general affembly will provide funds for the punctual payment
of the intereit.

IV. dnb, Whereas, for goods and articles of produce taken or fur-
nithed tor the ufe of the army on the credit ot this ftate, fuch very
different prices or valuations have been fet and certified, that in many

inftances individuals will, if the legiflatare does not interfere, receive
double the price of others for the hike article -
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